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PRESS STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, / 
THE HON. DON DUNSTAN. Q.C.. M.P.. 27.5.68-
TAXES. . 
The Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Dunstan, said today 
that statements which have "been made in the last three years 
"by present members of the Literal Government concerning 
State finances have been incompetent and irresponsible. 
"Publication by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census 
and Statistics of figures showing State tax collected per 
head of population in the last financial year, proves thisj" 
Mr. Dunstan said. 
"Mr. Hall and his colleagues repeatedly suggested 
that South Australia was frightening away industry by undue 
increases in State tax and charges," Mr. Dunstan said. 
"In fact, the per capita collections in taxes in 
South Australia in 1966/67 were lower than any State except 
Tasmania, and every other State except Tasmania collected 
vastly more than we did in South Australia. New South 
Wales collected nearly #55 per head, and Victoria more than 
$56." 
"The Victorian total does not take into account Sir 
Henry Bolte's recent tax increases imposing taxes on all wages 
and salaries, and on the turnovers on all business," Mr. Dunstan 
said. 
Mr. Dunstan said: "The Labor Government in South 
Australia collected only per head, about fifteen dollars 
per head less than in New South Wales and Victoria, yet the 
Liberal Party still complained that South Australians were 
being over-taxed." 
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"While the Labor Government was in office, the 
Literal Party constantly demanded that we spend more money 
in a number of areas than we did." 
Mr. Dunstan said: "I pointed out that it was vital 
to have money obtained to purchase the areas recommended for 
open space by the Metropolitan Adelaide Development Plan, but 
the Minister for Local Government, Mr. Hill, said it would be 
a bad thing to collect money in the way other States did." 
"Mr. Hill said that had I been more careful with 
money, there would now be money available for purchase of open 
spaces. He did not take into account that none had been 
provided by the Playford Government," Mr. Dunstan said. 
"The Labor Government did not collect very much more 
extra money in tax, but Mr. Hall states that what we did 
collect was too much anyway," Mr. Dunstan said. 
"However, the figures just released by the Commonwealth 
Bureau of Census and Statistics, which reveal that South 
Australians are taxed significantly less than people in other 
mainland States, show that Mr. Hall's criticism has been 
unwarranted political garble." 
Mr. Dunstan said: "The Liberal Party's statements 
on finances have been a whole series of irresponsible 
contradictions, but it won't be long before the public 
realizes that by doing a few simple sums, it can be seen 
that the things they have been saying don't add up." 
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